Study 19

Jesus breaks down barriers

Read Mark 7v24-37
Jesus now looks for some privacy himself. We don't know the reason for this but again He has no rest. He had a hectic schedule.

A humble woman

To understand this incident with the Syrian Phoenician woman we need to understand a little of the background. God in the Old Testament, and for thousands of years, had made a covenant (or agreement) with the Jews. He had spoken almost exclusively to them. They were His special people. But now through Jesus, anybody in the world can come to God, whether they are Jewish or not. All people can enjoy peace with God through the blood of Christ.

In Ephesians 2 and verses 12-13 the apostle Paul reminds the church of this amazing truth: "Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in this world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ"
This woman was humble and persistent and her prayer was answered. She had a discouraging reply from Jesus at first but instead of taking offence she carried on. The bible teaches us to be "humble" under God's mighty hand, and to "cast all" our anxiety on him because he cares for us. (1 Peter 5 6-7).

A humble saviour

In verse 31 we see yet another remarkable healing by the Lord. This man had real friends who knew exactly where the only help for him could be found (verse 32).

Jesus shows His humility by not 'showing off' His power but instead taking the man to one side and healing him in a very individual manner.

It is important for us to see the significance of His deep sigh. How sad the sight of human suffering was to Him since its rebellion against God.

When God made the heavens and the earth, it was "very good". When Jesus comes, reversing sickness, the crowds exclaim "He has done everything well" .

The Syro-Phoenician woman was an outcast but Jesus saved her daughter. The deaf and dumb man couldn't hear the gospel or cry out for help but Jesus healed him. No barrier is too great for Jesus Christ.

What about yourself? Why not turn to the Lord Jesus?

Time to think

1.
How does Jesus show His humility?

2.
How should you show humility?

